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THE 2023 LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES INDEX:  
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

 
 
Q1. What is the Learning Opportunities Index (LOI)? 
 
A1. 
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education, and proportion of non two-parent families. In the calculation of the LOI, the 
factors that most strongly track poor educational outcomes were selected. 

 
The variables that constitute the LOI have been statistically tested against the student 
success indicators of TDSB students and have been shown to correlate with measures 
such as the Education Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO) Primary and Junior 
assessment results, the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT), and credit 
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Therefore, all measures in the index have a connection with the student based on the 
postal code in which the student lives.  
 
 

Q6. Why is it that school s in the same neighbourhood have different LOI rankings?  
 

A6.     The LOI is calculated from the characteristics of the students attending a school, and not 
from the characteristics of the area around the school. This is important to remember 
because in many cases, students will not come from the immediate neighbourhood of 
the school. For example, the school may be located in an area of comparative affluence, 
but many of the students may come from lower income housing several blocks away, or 
may be bussed or take transit. The information about the student is gathered from the 
location of where the student lives.   

 
 
Q7.     Why are some s chool s ranked lower on this LOI than on the previous LOI  when the 

students appear to be just as needy and at -risk as before?  
 

A7.      The LOI is a measure of relative need and it provides a comparison with other schools at 
a specific point in time. Students in a particular school may have exactly the same level 
of need as in the past, but the LOI score may not remain static. A particular school’s LOI 
sco
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 There is a strong correlation between the current LOI and the LOI produced three years 

ago. The correlation for the elementary school index is 0.978 and the correlation for the 
secondary school index is 0.969.    

 
 

Q10. How does the LOI address year -over -year changes in schools?  
 
A10. The LOI is recalculated every three years.   
 

In some instances, year-over-year changes in a specific variable could result in a 
significant shift in a school’s ranking. Sometimes, these changes are short-lived and are 
seen only in one specific year. 
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components of the LOI are derived by linking data to the postal code of the student’s 
residence. Postal code data is complete for over 99.9% of student records. However, 
there is no current way to check on the validity of a postal code compared to an address. 
If a postal code is entered incorrectly, it will incorrectly link to tax and other data1.  

 
The extent of such inaccuracies and the impact they may have on LOI rankings cannot 
be determined definitively. Regardless, we are confident that the LOI is an accurate 
representation of the differences among schools and well correlated with external 
challenges to student achievement. 

 
 
 

 
1 Related to this, Statistics Canada attaches the following Postal Code Validation Disclai
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